
Renaissance Humanism in Hamlet 
Use the following chart to help you identify examples 
from the play Hamlet and explain why they reflect a 
characteristic of Renaissance Humanism. 
 
 
 
 
Example from Hamlet Renaissance Humanism 

characteristic 
How does the example reveal a 
connection to a characteristic of 
Renaissance Humanism? 

“What a piece of work is 
man.  How noble in reason, 
how infinite in faculty.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A movement that was 
anthropocentric and sought 
to dignify and ennoble 
humans. 
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