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Daisy Bates walked into her office at the Arkansas State
Press. She felt frustrated, as the local schools were still treating
Blacks unfairly: Minnie Jean was asked to leave the glee club,
Gloria Ray was shoved into a locker by an angry boy, and
another boy was attacked so viciously that he required a doctor’s
attention. Daisy had been to the school many times, trying to
find ways to solve these problems. Sometimes the school
administration listened; other times, they didn't. Some Whites
were being suspended from school for their actions, but was it
enough?

These students were attending this school as part of The
U.S. Supreme Court Brown v. Board of Education decision. The
ruling said that segregated schools were unconstitutional, and all
schools should be desegregated. If the government said that
these students could attend this school, why wasn’t someone
there making sure they were safe? Even the President was
involved in the happenings of this school!

Daisy sat and thought for a bit and wondered what to do.
Finally, she decided to write to Roy Wilkins in New York City. He
was the executive secretary of the NAACP and also one of the
founders of the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights. In the
letter, Daisy outlined the problems at the school. Since the
National Guard was already at the school and there were still
incidents almost daily, Daisy told Roy about the possibility of the
FBI being on school grounds. Those children had so much
potential, and Daisy wanted to make sure they were allowed to
succeed. She didn't want them to die at the hands of Whites like
her mother did.

Daisy put the letter in the mail to New York and continued
her work with the Arkansas State Press. She would make a
difference!
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How Xorit, W. 1.
Degr fp, ¥ilkins:

Conditions mrs yot peabiy Fough in the school far the anildren, Lost
wonk, Kintie Jenn's mother, frs. ¥, Bl Hreen, meked =e 5o go over o
the mchoal #1th her for & eonference with the principal, mnd Lhe Gwo
ggsigtant prindipals,  Sabjsat of oconCersnoe: FFirser dl ncirur.-:nr
meapuTm, And the withdrmwal of Einnle Jesn from the gle l:r‘h::b "
Chrintzan program,® The prineipsl hed dnforssd Rinnle Jemn in with-
drawing her from the prozTes thab “ihnen 1t 1o definltely decidad that
Hegrons will po to mohool hera with the whites, mid thoe wroops n::!r "
removed, then you will be ahle to partlcipste 1h oll sotivities. b
arrorely ohallenesd this stotosent; whish he denied maling in that
fashion.

¥e nloo polnted out that the trestment of the chilren had been gekhing
gtesdily worke for the last twe weskns in Fhe form of kinilng, saitiing,
and gennrel sbuse, A5 & vesdlt oof slr wlelt, stromaer :-1-nnu|:'-l5lnrn
Bods: token Dgilnst the whibn atydents whe sm milty of comsltiing
thess offandes, For ilnatoncs, & boy who hnd tesn sukpended for two
weahn, Flunked Both slx=seelis testz, mmd o Bie petum Lo achool, Bhe
Firat day by imonked TLople Eay ints her looknt.. AF @ merull o0 il
wimlt, hn »az glven s indsfinite sunpaanlce,

The supsrintendsnt of eohools alwo requastad s comfarsnoe the sums
afternnon, Glareson and I went down and rpent abeot two hours. Hare,
Azsin wa. polrts Jut that s thres-duy suwpanalon given Hugh Wiitiass for
3 spaflk attack perpetmted gn one of the Hegro boym which kmooked

him put, and reaired m Soctor's Bbtention, wos Aot miffislent pie)aheeat.
Wi Also Ilnrforssd him Chat our Investigition revenlsd thak thers Hare
sary pupll® w1iling to help 3T glyon the opportuniiy, &nd Lnnt l:-r:-..-
Lot Slsanhisiar ung TiF; i eonparned ohoul Lthe Littlo Mook f.'r".::.i..

He hng atabed Bis willingneass Lo come down -u-.mm1.‘.:-n. tha studenk body
yF tewited by ntulent lemdere of the school. -Thiw mntiion sAn
pamsad on to the prinel of tha sphocl, 'bak wa havs not beon -sf.lu:.'*d-
that 1sadership would be plven So chlldiren in th= sciwpal who s willies
to ercEnire o= law and grier.  However, We hawn sot absnionsd the
tdem. Last ¥riddy, the I7th, I wms ssled to oa)l Mambingtos And oes

sf we onuld get FAD sen pinond in the wohool Dooesber 16-1E,
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