
Perspectives in Writing Ekphrastic Poetry 

 
As you begin to write your ekphrastic poems, consider 
the following approaches: 
 

• Write about the scene or subject being depicted in 
the artwork. 

• Write in the voice of a person or object shown in the 
work of art. 

• Write about your experience of looking at the art. 

• Relate the work of art to something else it reminds 
you of. 

• Imagine what was happening while the artist was 
creating the piece. 

• Write in the voice of the artist. 

• Write a dialogue among characters in a work of art. 

• Speak directly to the artist or the subject(s) of the 
piece.  

• Write in the voice of an object or person portrayed in 
the artwork. 

• Imagine a story behind what you see depicted in the 
piece. 

• Speculate about why the artist created this work. 
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